
Compass Points
…a note from Pastor Duane

For When the Church Budget Doesn’t Do It

     When money is tight we really sweat it!  It doesn’t matter if it is in our personal lives 
or in the life of our church.  We become anxious, discouraged, and even blame and 
whine.  Then we begin to lose hope.  This passage from Philippians speaks about Paul’s 
attitude regarding money.  These same attitudes are appropriate in our individual lives 
and in our churches.  Trust and confidence in God’s ability to meet our needs gives us a 
much needed perspective for all of life’s situations.

     If our mission is of God, and our decisions are shaped by the Spirit of God, we can 
trust that same God to provide the resources to meet our needs.  If our churches are just 
doing “church work” instead of the “work of God”, then we have reason to be 
concerned.  As God’s church we are not just another community organization.  We are 
the people of God called to do God’s work in the community and the world.

     A prayer for the journey (written by James M. Lapp of Sellerville, PA): We confess, 
O God, our tendencies to act self-sufficiently and then to worry when things seem out of 
control.  We are especially prone to take things into our own hands when the budget is 
tight or in the red.  Forgive us for our lack of faith and our failure to trust in your 
boundless resources.  Again this day, we acknowledge it in your work in which we are 
engaged.  We want to be dependent on you even though we find dependence a difficult 
challenge.  Guide our deliberation so that they are infused with hope, contentment, and 
joy, and truly become a doxology of praise to you.  Amen.

New Membership Vows and Ritual

     Are you using the new baptismal and professing membership vows of The United 
Methodist Church adopted by the 2008 General Conference?   The new vows help 
emphasize the commitment to “witness” to our faith that seems to have been forgotten 
among United Methodists.  Congregations have too often assumed the sharing the faith 
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T H E  D E T R O I T  E A S T  N E W S
D e t r o i t  E a s t  D i s t r i c t
F e b r u a r y / M a r c h  2 0 0 9
R e v .  D u a n e  E .  M i l l e r

D i s t r i c t  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
C e c e l i a  T o l l i v e r ,  E d i t o r

I ns i de  t h i s  i s s ue :

UM Women 2

DE Youth 2

DACCYM 2

DCUMCS 2

HD Information 3

Travel with Bishop 3

Hurricane Recovery 3

Bowl-a-thon 3

Y.L.I. 4

Employment Opportunities 4

Mission Opportunities 5

Other Stuff 6

Samaritan Center 7

Camping 7

Confirmand’s Rally 7

Apportionment Update 8

Prayer Concerns 8

F e br ua r y  1 7 ,  2 0 0 9

D E T R O IT  E AS T 
D I S TR I CT  NE WS

2009 Annual 
Conference

May 14-17, 2009
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mentioned in this 

newsletter are 
located at our 

website: 
www.umc-de.org

to download.

   “I have learned to be content with whatever I have.  I know what it is to 
have little, and I know what it is to have plenty.  In any and all 
circumstances I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going 
hungry, of having plenty and of being in need.  I can do all things through 
him who strengthens me … and my God will fully satisfy every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  To our God and Father be 
glory forever and ever. Amen.”

Philippians 4: 11b-13, 19,20 (NRSV)
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Looking Ahead at 2009
Brenda Street, DE President

March 6—Church Women United World Day of Prayer

April 17 & 18—Church Women United State Assembly, Livonia

May 13-17—Detroit Annual conference, Adrian College

July 18—School of Christian Mission, School of the South,  Howell

August 21-22—School of Christian Mission, School by the Lake, Lake Huron Retreat Center

October 23—Conference Elected Leadership Training, Fenton

October 23—The Detroit Conference News Dinner meeting, Fenton

October 24—Detroit Conference UMW Annual Celebration & Meeting, Fenton

Detroit East District Youth
  The DE District Youth’s next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 15th at 7:00 pm, (the 
3rd Tuesday of the month, and every 3rd Tuesday of the month) at Warren: First UMC, 5005 
East Chicago Rd (between Mound and Ryan).

DACCYM Calendar
 April 4, 2009 - Confirmands' Rally with Bishop Jonathon Keaton at Albion 

College, Albion, MI

 May 14 - 17, 2009 - 2009 Annual Conference at Adrian College, Adrian, MI

 July 29 – August 2, 2009 - Conference Youth Assembly (CYA) at Adrian 
College, Adrian, MI. See attachment for details.

 November 14, 2009 - Fall Rally at Flint Calvary UMC, 2111 Flushing Rd., Flint, 
MI     3:30 – 8:00 PM

  1st Annual District Youth Leadership Award , sponsored by CCYM for 
emerging UM youth (ages 12-18 or grades 7-12)who exhibits exceptional 
leadership qualities and capabilities.  Please see attachment for details.

  Please share the DACCYM calendar with your youth workers, friends, etc.  Click the link 
below to view/download the DACCYM calendar for 2009 and the Fall Rally brochure.  
DACCYM 2009 Calendar.  For more information, contact Laurie de la Garza @ 906-428-
4623 or laurie.kdlg@sbcglobal.net.

DCUMCS Spring Workshop
  The Detroit Conference United Methodist Church Secretaries (DCUMCS) Spring Workshop 
entitled “Fire Safety & Emergency Situations” is scheduled for Tuesday, March 17th at Hale: 
First UMC.  Registration begins at 9:00, and the workshop funs from 9:am—3 pm.  There are 
several places recommended for lodging.  Contact the District Office for more information.
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HD Info—Did you Know???

  The digital television transition affects your church’s wireless microphone systems..  Per the 
FCC, users of wireless microphone systems that operate in the 700 MHz (TV ch 52-69) band 
must cease all use of these systems beginning June 12, 2009.  The change to digital 
televisions broadcasting has caused the FCC to reassign the UHF 700 MHz band used by 
many wireless microphone systems.  This band is now to be used only for public and 
emergency broadcasting and by corporation who have purchased special licenses for 
broadcasting within the 700MHz band.  This means that wireless microphone system users in 
the 700 MHz band are legally required to stop using their systems on June 12gh or could be 
subject to prosecution.  Your system will begin to experience interference, increased signal 
dropouts, decreased operating range, undesired noises, and will ultimately be overpowered by 
the new700MHz broadcasters.  See the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Order (24 
pages) “http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edoc_public/attachmatch/FCC-08-188A1.pdf 

  Your wireless system manufacturer may be offering their customers a very generous trade-in 
and trade-up wireless promotion to assist with the transition from 700MHz frequency band.  
These promotions may include mail-in rebates of up to $1000 per system when you purchase 
a qualifying wireless system and return a wireless system operating in the 700MHz band

EXPERIENCE AN EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 
WITH BISHOP KEATON

  Alpine Wonders and the Oberammergau Passion Play 2010—a nine-day European 
Adventure departing July 27, 2010.  A complete brochure on this event is available by 
contacting the Detroit East District Office, or Rev. Ann Emerson, Director at Lake Huron 
Retreat Center.  Rev. Emerson is assisting Bishop Keaton in leading this tour. She is available 
to answer questions you have.  She can be reached at 810-327-6272 (w), 810-327-6468 (h) or 
annbythelakeshore@comcast.net  Make plans now to travel with Bishop Keaton and other 
Christians from the Michigan area!

Hurricane Recovery Team Response in Dulac, LA
  The FUMC Birmingham  will be going back to Dulac, LA March 21-28, 2009  and would like to 
invite members of churches in the Detroit conference to accompany us.  Our team will be 
limited to 20 people.  Please contact Mary Peterson  at (248) 258-2807 or at 
mlp4776@yahoo.com for more information.  This is an Invitation to Assist Native 
Americans.

Baldwin’s Bowl-a-thon
  Come out of the cold, get a team together and join us for a family friendly afternoon of 
bowling.  The Baldwin Center is hosting its first ever bowl-a-thon of February 21, 2009 at 
Airway Lanes in Waterford.  All proceeds will benefit the Family Kitchen.  Minimum pledge is 
$20 per bowler.  Space is limited.  For more information go to http://www.baldwincenter.org/ or 
call 248.332.6101.  See attachment.



Employment Opportunities

Plymouth FUMC Job Opening – Director of Christian Education

  Plymouth First United Methodist Church is searching for a Director of Christian Education.  
This position is responsible for developing, directing and/or coordinating all Christian 
Education Ministries and related educational programs for children through adults, including 
Sunday School and Wednesday evening programs, Vacation Bible School; and other classes/
programs throughout the week and year.  Responsibilities include leading classes, recruiting 
and training volunteer teachers, and supervising the Directors of Nursery Ministry.  This is a 
full time position with benefits.  Requirements include prior experience in Christian Education 
Leadership and a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree.  Salary commensurate with experience 
and education.  Please send resumes to Plymouth First United Methodist Church; 45201 N. 
Territorial Road; Plymouth, MI  48170; Attn:  Martha Daigneau.  Resumes should be received 
by Friday, February 27, 2009.
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What can your church do?
  All the ministries here at Young Leaders Initiative are designed to connect churches with 
their communities through the energy and insight of young people!  So what can your church 
do to participate in such a "culture of call?" Well, here's just a short list:

 Adopt a Transforming Leaders intern this summer! - TL interns have to raise part of 
their stipend themselves so they depend on donations from churches like yours who have a 
passion for in-depth mission work and vocational discernment for young adults. Any amount is 
greatly appreciated and we encourage groups of churches to invest in supporting an intern 
this summer. Visit our donations page to find our how your church can send an adopt-a-
student gift in to YLI.

 Feed the Young Missionaries! - Our Motown Mission Experience will welcome 
numerous church youth groups to the city this summer for a week of hands on work and 
reflection. We need churches who know their way around a casserole to volunteer to bring in 
meals to feed these groups of young people and volunteers. Both dinners and lunches are 
needed. Please contact Heather McNutt at hmcnutt@sbcglobal.net to sign up!

 Become Work Project Supervisors! - Do you love building porches, hanging drywall, 
painting, and doing this all with a group of youth in tow? We are in need of knowledgeable 
adults who would have skills at overseeing and instructing groups that come to work this 
summer with the Motown Mission Experience. Contact Ang Hart at trahgna@yahoo.com if this 
is your calling!

  Hope you can join us in one of these ways. We look forward to all the opportunities we'll 
have with you in supporting young people as Christian leaders for the church and world!

Carl Thomas Stroud Gladstone, Director Donate To YLI!

Join our MOCHA LATTÉ CLUB by pledging to give up just one cup of $4-$5 coffee a week 
and sending what you save to YLI!l
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Mission Opportunities
   UMCOR Provides Support for Kansas Recovery— United Methodists respond 
immediately to the needs of the victims of the Kansas tornado.  May 4th saw the town of 
Greensburg, KS, devastated by a powerful tornado with winds more than 200 mph. leaving 
destruction in a path 22 miles long and more than a mile wide.  UMCOR has released an 
emergency grant to the Kansas West Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church and 
is providing on site support through UMCOR disaster consultant, Cherri Baer.  How can you 
help?  Provide an opportunity in you local church for cash gifts designated for UMCOR 
Advance Special #901670 - Domestic Disaster Response .  100% of all gifts will go to that 
cause

was only the job of the pastor.  When you use the new vows, it would be a good time to talk about what 
the new wording reminds us about what is required of a follower of Jesus.

     The new membership vows and ritual are now available on the GBOD Worship Web site at: http://
www.gbod.org/worship/default.asp?act=reader&amp;item_id=46866&amp;loc_id=9,824.

     The resource includes the following information:

 an explanation of the changes made by the 2008 General Conference;

 a reminder, due to changes made at the 2004 General Conference, to discontinue use of the vows of 
Baptismal Covenant III, and;

 replacement texts for those portions of the Baptismal Covenant in The United Methodist Hymnal 
that were updated by 2008 General Conference action.

Leadership Training Event - March 14 
“March Madness”

at Birmingham: First UMC

     Have you recruited the leaders and future leaders of your church to attend this very significant 
event?  Every church should have a significant team at this exciting day.  There will be a number of 
workshops for specific training for several of the leadership areas of a local church, as well as, major 
presentation time and discussion with Brad Kalajainen and Ken Nash, pastors of Conerstone Church 
(UMC) in Caledonia, Michigan.  Last year they made a major presentation about “growing the church 
where you are” at our Annual Conference.  They have developed a new and expanded presentation of 
their work for our Leadership Day.  Your leaders need to be at this presentation to help open new doors 
reaching the people of your community.  See you there!

       Your brother in Christ,

Duane E. Miller

(Continued from page 1)
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Other
Stuff

Other Stuff for Your Calendar
     IRS Announces 2009 Standard Mileage Rates : Beginning January 1, 2009, the 
standard mileage rates for the use of a car (also vans, pickups or panel trucks) will be:
 55¢ per mile for business miles driven
 24¢ per mile driven for medicatl or moving purposes
 14¢ per mile drive in service of charitable organizations

The complete announcement can be found at www.irs.gov@newsroom. 

     The United Methodist Continuing Educators Annual Consultation: March 8-10, 2009. 
Atlanta, GA   The United Methodist Continuing Educators Annual Consultation (UMCEAC) 
will be held from March 8th – 10th, 2009 in conjunction with the Society for the 
Advancement of Continuing Education for Ministry (SACEM).  SACEM  is a network of 
persons seeking to share resources, enhance skills, and promote excellence in lifelong 
learning.  Their annual meeting will be March 6-8, 2009.  The United Methodist continuing 
educators hold annual meeting in conjunction with SACEM.  UMCEAC will start with dinner 
on March 8th and finish with lunch on the 10th.  SACEM will provide opportunities for 
“conversations, networking and resource sharing, worship, and presentations and workshop” 
with fellow continuing educators in different settings and denominations.  If you want to learn 
more, please visit their web site http://sacem.com/content/blogsection/5/27/

     United Methodist Foundation of Michigan  presents a Stewardship Event: Encouraging 
the Joy of Generous Giving on Saturday, March 21st from 9:30 am—12;30 pm at Highland 
UMC, in Highland, MI  Presenters included Wayne Barrett, David Bell and our Account 
managers from Merrill Lynch.  The cost will be $10 per person.  More information coming 
soon!

     1st Annual District Youth Leadership Award , sponsored by CCYM for an emerging UM 
Youth (ages 12-18 or grades 7-12) who exhibits exceptional leadership qualities and 
capabilities.  One winner will be chosen from each District and informed by July 1, 2009.  See 
attachment.

     PAUMCS 27th Annual Conference :  April 30—May 3, 2009 at Embassy Suites on the 
River, 101 East Locust Street, Des Moines, Iowa.  Early registration and souvenir deadline is 
March 30, 2009.  Contact the District Office for more information.

     2009 Detroit Annual Conference Session— The 2009 Detroit Annual Conference has 
been scheduled for Wednesday-Sunday, May 13-17, on the campus of Adrian College in 
Adrian, Mich.

     Conference Youth Assembly (CYA) - Mission: XXPossible: July 19-Aug 2 at Adrian 
College, Adrian, MI.  A 4-day camp experience designed to build leadership for high school 
youth (completed 7th grade).  See attachment.

     A Career Ministry  is beginning at Royal Oak: First UMC to provide support, coaching, 
and resources for persons who are unemployed or underemployed.  It’s a direct response to 
the extensive needs created by our current economic crises.  The first open meeting will be 
Sunday, February 22.  See attachment.

     New Conference Secretary :  This is to inform you that mailings to the Conference 
Secretary should now go to Rev Tracy Huffman Ann Arbor Westside UMC 900 S Seventh 
Ann Arbor MI  48103.  She became the new Conference Secretary on January 1, 2009.  
Linda Schramm was elected the new Conference UMW President.

     180 Turnaround Church Conference , is scheduled March 26th from 9:00 – 3:30. is a 
teaching conference to help pastors and church leaders to begin in transitioning their 
congregation through change.  Drawing on 20 years of experience in redirecting the life of 
the congregation, the staff at Redeemer Church is ready to assist you.  See 2 attachments.
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Upcoming Camping
Events!!

Locked-In/Snowed Out: Jr & Sr High Lock-in Judson Collins Center: Feb 27 @9pm—Feb 
28 @7am—Hayrides*, movies, board games, snowshoeing*, table tennis, foosball, campfire 
and s’mores, sledding*, snow games*, Christian fellowship and praise, Pizza, pop, and snacks 
provided. $15 per youth, adult chaperones free.  Call Sarah at 517-467-7711 for questions or to 
receive your registration and promo pack or visit http://www.judsoncollinscenter.org for more 
information.  *Weather Permitting.

Camp Coordinator Kick-off ( from 9:30 am—1:30 pm)
Feb.28 @ Lake Huron Retreat Center; Mar.7 @Midland First UMC

Mar. 10 @ Southfield: Hope UMC

Please RSVP to Heather Laskos at 800-334-0544 or hlaskos@umccamps.org.

* * Summer 2009 events are now on-line at http://umccamps.org/2009camps.htm * *

Heather D. Laskos, Program & Marketing Assistant
Detroit Conference Outdoor & Retreat Ministries
800-334-0544 umccamps.org

Michigan Area Confirmands’ Rally
  April 4th at Albion College in Albion, Michigan from10:00 AM - 3:30 PM.  “The Confirmands’ 
Rally provides an opportunity to consider significant decisions around saying “yes” to Jesus 
Christ as Savior and becoming a full member of The United Methodist Church. Participants 
will be challenged to consider ways in which their decisions have personal, local and global 
impact. Youth and their adult leaders will have an opportunity to learn and fellowship with 
other United Methodist youth preparing for confirmation, to meet our bishop, and to celebrate 
and worship together.”

Click HERE for the registration form and more information.

Samaritan Counseling Centers

Upcoming events:
 February 15, 2009—Lay Caregivers. TBD
 March 15, 2009—Lay Caregivers:  the Central Task of Mourning.  Sharon Hagen, M.A., 

LPC
 April 19, 2009—Lay Caregivers; Dealing with the Challenges of Aging and Dementia and 

the Effects on the Family. Judi Thurswell, Psy. S., LLPC

  PREP Updated Materials  training at the Samaritan Center:  For clergy and staff of your 
churches who are certified in the use of the Marriage PREP materials developed by Life Inno-
vations you can take a half day workshop in the new updated materials.  Samaritan Counsel-
ing Center of SE Michigan will be giving two separate update sessions in March: Tuesday af-
ternoon, March 24 in the afternoon or Wednesday morning, March 25.  They will be presented 
at the SCC main office at Nardin Park United Methodist Church in Farmington Hills.  The cost 
is $80, which includes all materials.  To enroll follow this link: register: http://www.prepare-
enrich.com/workshop_schedule2.cfm?state=MI.  For more information, contact Rev. Dr. Paul 
Melrose at 248-474-4701 or at www.samaritancounselingmichigan.com. 

  The Samaritan Counseling Center of Southeast Michigan is located Nardin Park UMC at 
29887 West eleven Mile Road in Farmington Hills.



Prayer Concerns:
Bishop Jonathan Keaton & DAC Cabinet Rev. Kate Peterson
The people of The United Methodist Church United Methodist Union
Members of the United States Military Rev. George Covintree
President Obama & his Administration
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APPORTIONMENT PAYMENT UPDATE

  Below is the record of the Detroit East District churches through 2008.  We congratulate 
each church's’ effort in maintaining their connection.

CHURCH %
Pension

Common
Budget CHURCH %

Pension
Common 
Budget

Berkley First 100 41 New Baltimore Grace 60 55

Beverly Hills 100 0 Oak Park Exousia 20 0

Birmingham: Embury 100 100 Oak Park Faith 38 26

Birmingham First 100 100 Pontiac Grace & Peace 100 45

Bloomfield St. Paul’s 100 16 Pontiac St. John 100 58

Clawson 100 100 Rochester St. Paul’s 100 54

Detroit Cass 100 100 Rochester Hills St. Luke’s 100 26

Detroit Central 100 28 Roseville Trinity 100 35

Detroit Christ 100 16 Royal Oak First 100 100

Detroit Conant Avenue 100 100 Royal Oak St. John’s 100 100

Detroit Metropolitan 72 3 SCS First 100 10

Detroit Mt. Hope 72 28 SCS Good Shepherd 100 18

Detroit St. Paul’s 0 0 Sterling Heights 100 50

Eastpointe Immanuel 90 60 Troy Big Beaver 100 100

Ferndale First 71 -1 Troy Fellowship 100 100

Fraser Christ 100 100 Troy First 100 100

Grosse Pointe 100 100 Troy Korean 100 100

Harper Woods Redeemer 100 100 Utica 100 100

Hazel Park First 100 100 Warren First 100 100

Korean First Central 100 100 Waterford Central 100 100

Madison Heights 100 47 Waterford Four Towns 21 15

Mt. Clemens First 35 22 Waterford Trinity 100 17


