
Susan and I want to thank you for the Farewell Reception on
April 30th at Warren 1st UMC. The Warren congregation did a
marvelous job of hosting. The Rev. Dr. Hal Weemhoff and the
Detroit East District Superintendency Committee did a great job
of designing and implementing the event. Your generosity of
attendance, words and gifts were deeply appreciated by us. In
the context of the larger picture these six years have gone
quickly. In some of the day-to-day realities I experienced a much
slower passing of time.
I want to publicly express my appreciation for Cecelia Tolliver,

our district administrative assistant. She has proven to be a
competent secretary and provided me with friendship as well.
Thank you, Cecelia.
Being a district superintendent was not a ministry that I would

have chosen. The art of living, however, is not so much our
ability to pick one path and pursue it doggedly to the end. It has
more to do with how well we are able to change paths and shift
directions when the situation demands it. I am grateful for these
six years of ministry and for all of my experiences, both good and
bad, for they have contributed multiple insights into my faith and
my life.
Now it is time to move on. Did I accomplish everything that I

wanted to accomplish? No. Sometimes our plans and ambitions
are surrendered and left as unfinished monuments to what might
have been. It seems that whether we are great or small, famous
or obscure, we all find detours and unfinished ventures in life.
This leg of this journey will stop short of its goal, but another
person (Duane Miller) will enter the scene to take up the quest.
My journey continues through a different landscape, inviting me to
yet another vision of whatministry can be.
Of course, the question is, ‘When is the task ever done?”

Reinhold Niebuhr said that, “Nothing worth doing can be
accomplished in one lifetime.” I think that an unfinished journey
can be an occasion for faith and grace. When we take on a task

(Continued on Page 4)
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Other Stuff
The Detroit East District is losing it’s Web Master. Is there a replacement nearby?

If you have an event/bazaar planned let us know in three lines or less.

P a g e 2T H E D E T R O I T E A S T N E W S

Prayer Concerns:

Bishop Jonathan Keaton Detroit Annual Conference Cabinet
Churches experiencing appointment changes Our communities

Our men and women in the military

Our Youth!

Monthly meetings are held on the second Tuesday at Warren: First UMC, 5005 Chicago
Rd., in Warren at 7:00 p.m. We hope to have youth participation from each district church!!!
The DAC Council on Youth Ministries website is http://www.gbgm-umc.org/daccym.

Angie Pryor,
DEDCYM President

Around the Conference & District . . .
** Join Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton and the Detroit & West Michigan Annual Conferences on
a 10-day of Biblical Discovery. Holy Land 2007 can take you to Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Sea
of Galilee, Nazareth, Capernaum, Caesarea, Upper Room, Megiddo, Qumram, Via Dolo-
rosa, and the Garden of Gethsemane. Your journey of a lifetime includes: roundtrip airfare,
deluxe motor coaches, guided sightseeing, entrance fees to sites visited, Bible Study Guide,
lecture series, first class hotels and superior first class hotels, buffet breakfast and dinner
daily. Go to www.eo.travelwithus.com if you are interested or for easy registration via credit
card.

UMW Looking Ahead—2006 School of Christian Mission
Theme: Harvesting Peace, Studies: Shalom-Salaam-Peace, Globalization: Its Impact in
Our Lives India & Pakistan

July 22.—School of the South: Waterford Central UMC,
July 26-28 —Three-Day School: Colombiere Conference Center,
Oct. 14—DE District Annual Meeting
Oct. 27—District Officers Training ~ Midland: First UMC.
Oct 28—Annual Meeting ~ Midland: First UMC.
Nov. 3—Church Women United World Community Day

Scholarships are available from the Board of Global Ministries. To apply, write to Diana
Spitnale Miller, 208 W. Burnside St., Caro, MI 48723-1501; ddmiller@centurytel.net, or call
989-673-4355. After July 1st, Diana Spitnale Miller can be reached at 1148 Cadmus Drive,
Troy, MI 48098, ph: 248-828-9920.
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District Changes
As we close another conference years and welcome a new one, we pause to bid a fond fare-

well to the parting pastors moving on to the next phase if their spiritual journey. We wish you
well in your new ministry.
Dale Miller is leaving the District Superintendency going to Farmington Hills: Nardin Park
UMC.
Kenneth Bracken is leaving Pontiac: Grace & Peace going to Garden City: First UMC.
Mary Lynch Mallory is leaving Birmingham: Embury going to West Branch: First UMC.
Bill Verhelst is leaving Detroit: Metropolitan and is Retiring.
Karen Poole is leaving Waterford: Four Towns/Trinity and is Retiring.
Debbie Thomas is leaving Royal Oak: St. John’s going to Iron Mountain: Trinity.
Tonya Arneson is moving within the district from New Baltimore: Grace to Detroit: Metropolitan
UMC.

We welcome . . .
Duane Miller to the District Superintendency
Elizabeth Hill to Royal Oak: St. John’s/Birmingham: Embury UMCs
Jill Hardt Zundel to New Baltimore Grace UMC
Bea Barbara Fraser-Soots to Pontiac: Grace & Peace/Waterford: Four Towns UMCs
Wendy Lyons Chrostek to Waterford: Central UMC (Associate)
Kim Spencer to Waterford: Trinity UMC
Kenneth Christler as the Executive Director of the Methodist Union
April McGlothin as the Director of Youth Leadership Initiative for the Methodist Union

Let’s all take a little time to contact these pastors under a new appointment and offer our
support here on the Detroit East District.

The District has experienced other new blessings during this conference year. Congratula-
tions to the marriage of Rev. Rony (Hallstrom) Veska (Rochester: St. Paul’s) to Ivor Veska;
and to Rev. Johnny Liles (Troy: Fellowship) and Dea. Lynda Hamilton Liles (Rochester Hills:
St. Luke’s). Additionally, Rev. Faith Green-Timmons (Gregory) gave birth to Gregory Earl
Timmons, II on January 28, 2006, and Rev. Debbie Thomas (Paul) gave birth to Aaron David
Thomas on March 29, 2006.

Editor’s Note: As the Metropolitan Regional Office prepares to experience staff changes, this
editor wishes to offer a special ‘good-bye’ and ‘thank you’ to Dale & Susan Miller. I will miss
the stories you’ve shared over the years, and know that Nardin Park is receiving a blessing in
the appointment of this shepherd.

Exploration 2006
Scheduled for November 17-18, 2006, this is an event for high school seniors through age

24 considering ordained ministry in the UMC. This is sponsored by the General Board of
higher Education and Ministry. Exploration is a three-day event for committed youth and
young adults (high school seniors—age 24) to hear, discern, and respond to God’s call to
ministry and to explore their gifts for ordained ministry as deacon or elder in the UMC. If you
have sensed that God might be calling you to ordained ministry, wondered what ministry in the
UMC is all about, or would like some help sorting through the issues surrounding a Christian

(Continued on page 8)
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The Source
With High School graduation approaching, many of the seniors in your congregation are ex-

cited about heading to college in the fall, the Wesley Foundation at the University of Michigan
(the United Methodist campus ministry) seeks to be “The Source” for incoming students.
Wesley offers supportive Christian community welcoming new students to the area, helping
them get acclimated to college life and a new home. Wesley students and members of Ann
Arbor: First UMC are ready to help with this transition. If you have students planning to attend
U of M, Washtenaw Community College (WCC), or Eastern Michigan University (EMU), send
the student’s name, address (home or campus), telephone number, email address, and
school they plan to attend to: Greg Martin, Wesley Foundation at U of M, 602 E. Huron St,
Ann Arbor, MI 48104. Office (734) 668-6881: FAX (7334) 662-1321: E-Mail: cha-
pan@umich.edu. Please respond by June 15, 2006.

in life that is larger than ourselves, we need something even larger to keep us going. We
need God to go before us.

We will meet the detour on life’s highway. Our journeys will be left unfinished. We will not
accomplish everything during our term as a district superintendent or as a pastor or a
layperson. But we can go living for that upward call and that higher prize. At least we can
know that no matter where our life’s journeys may take us, our traveling still is pleasing in
God’s sight.

Thanks for the journey together. I have appreciated you and the journey. Now as I close
allow me one supervisory thought. When the District holds an event for the pastors
(Christmas Party, Leadership Day, and the District Conference) let me remind pastors that
you are a part of the District and you need to be present on these occasions. Pastors do not
serve local churches only. They are a vital part of the larger connection. Absence does not
make the heart grow fonder; absence makes the body grow weaker.

Grace and Peace,

Dale

(Continued from Page 1)

Employment Opportunities
The First UMC of St. Clair Shores is looking for an experienced adult (Chancel) choir director.
The 10-hour work week may increase as needed. Please fax (586-772-4090) resume and
cover letter including compensation requirements, or email to scsfirstumc@sbcglobal.net attn:
SPRC. No phone calls, please.
Choir Director & Keyboardist wanted at Clawson UMC.—We are looking for a part-time choir
director to lead the sanctuary choir each Sunday, September – early June, and also lead a
handbell choir that performs once a month (includes weekly rehearsals). These groups per-
form primarily at our 9:30 traditional service, although the choir may occasionally sing at our
11:15 folk-rock praise service. We are also looking for a keyboard player to accompany the
choir and play for the traditional service each Sunday throughout the year. We would consider
combining these positions if someone is interested. Salary: Choir Director- $8,000. Keyboard-
ist- $4-5,000. Contact Rev. Tom Keef at 248-435-9090, or email at revkeef@netzero.com .



RoundUP 2006 ~Mission in our Midst~
North Central Jurisdiction, UMVIM RoundUP

Colombiere Center, Clarkston, MI.
August 4-6, 2006

Traveling Workshop “Stops”: Featuring:
Pontiac Baldwin Center Rev. Will iam T. Robinson
Methodist Children’s Home Rev. Faith Fowler
Scott Center Rev. Ed Rowe
World Medical Relief Rev. Will iam K. Quick
Detroit Central UMC Lithuanian Youth Choir
Swords to Plowshares Museum Rev. Charles Ellinwood
Dinner at Cass Avenue UMC The Ambassadors

RoundUP Schedule:
Aug. 4, 2006 - Friday
9:00am-4:00pm Leadership Training (Those wanting the Leadership Training Workshop
must arrive to register at 8:45am Friday)
2:00pm-5:00pm Registration at Colombiere Center
5:00pm Welcome / Logistics
6:00pm Dinner at Colombiere Center
7:00pm Keynote Address
Evening Gulf Coast Response Celebration - View Exhibits & Displays
Aug. 5, 2006 - Saturday
7:15am Breakfast
8:00am-9:00am Bible Study
9:00am Traveling Workshop Tour Bus leaves Colombiere Center
6:00pm-7:00pm Dinner at Cass Avenue UMC
7:00pm-8:00pm Program with “Faith Fowler and the Ambassadors”
9:00pm Return to Colombiere - View Exhibits & Displays
Aug. 6, 2006 - Sunday
8:00am Breakfast
9:00am Worship - Rev. Dr. William K. Quick / Lithuanian Youth Choir
For registration or more information, please contact: Lorna Jost at (605) 692-3390 or umvim-
ncj@brookings.net
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/northcentralvim/roundup.html .

Registration deadline is July 1, 2006
Weekend event - Stay in Colombiere Center; includes 2 nights and 5 meals
Adults and teens at $150.00 each *
Weekend event - Stay at Pontiac State Park in your own personal RV; includes 5 meals
Adults and teens at $80.00 each * (approx. $25.00 per day paid separately to the park.)
Saturday Drive-In Day - Includes 3 meals
Adults and teens at $60.00 each *
* We are sorry, but there are no accommodations for children at the Colombiere Center. *
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THOUGHTS ON THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ORDINATION OF WOMEN

This year at Annual Conference we marked the 50th anniversary of the ordination of women, as
did all of the other annual conferences in United Methodism. The highlight of the recognition was
on Sunday morning with a worship service that featured the Rev. Carol Johns as preacher. All of
the ordained women of this annual conference came forward and sang for the conference. It was
an amazing and awe-inspiring sight. In a visual reinforcement of Rev. Johns’ sermon emphasis,
“Step By Step”, the women placed their shoes around the communion table. The United Methodist
church has taken many steps, but we have so many steps to go.

I have to admit that I sat on the pew with a smug smile upon my face. Approximately 20% of the
ordained clergy in the Detroit Annual Conference are women. On the Detroit East District 41% of
the ordained clergy are women. The issue is competency, not gender. To clear the path to com-
petency, however, gender has been (and still is in a few unenlightened churches) an issue.

I am writing these thoughts prior to Memorial Day Weekend. Most of my growing up years was
spent in a western suburb of Indianapolis, Indiana. Memorial Day weekend was not only spent in
visiting a cemetery to honor the women and men of this nation who lost their lives in military, but it
was also the time for the Indy 500. On the Sunday before Memorial Day I spent hours in front of
the radio listening to the race. Over the years the loud roar of the front engine Offenhauser gave
way to the irritating whine of the rear engine Lotus.

Decades later a change was introduced – the introduction of the first female driver, Janet Guthrie.
She qualified, finished the race, competed in other races, but she never materialized as a potential
winner of the Indy 500. Last year a young woman by the name of Danika Patrick was one of the
top qualifiers, actually led the race for a few laps, and has the skil ls to eventually win this race as
well as many other races.

It was distressing to note that one of the other drivers cried foul even before the race began. He
said that her weighing less than the other drivers created a disadvantage for all of the men. Now if
we were counting all the disadvantages that have been afforded to women down through the his-
tory of car racing, I would imagine that Ms. Patrick has more than one advantage due her.

For me words such as age, race, and sex are descriptive words that celebrate the uniqueness of
an individual. Yet when we add the suffix of “ism” to each of these words we experience the reality
and ugliness of prejudice, both personally and institutionally. The psychology of prejudice is quite
simple. In order for some people to feel superior, they project feelings of inferiority upon others.

In his book The Haunt of Grace Ted Loder writes: “It goes like this: he acts like a man, she re-
acts like a woman, and there you have it. He’s white, she’s African American, and that explains it.
He’s a clergy, a social worker, she’s a lawyer, a doctor, he’s a democrat, she’s a republican, he’s
gay, she’s divorced, and that’s the size of it. In the process of turning others into objects, we do
the same to ourselves without realizing it.”

I think that people treat other people as objects in order to subdue, tame, manipulate and control
the relationship (or to preserve the lack of a relationship) that exists between them. Instead of
treating others as an object that revolves around the center of our personal universe, they should
become the subjects to whom we gravitate in order to expand a shared universe. This allows us to
no longer be concerned about who is “in” and who is “out.” Rather, we are all “in,” daring to be real
with each other.

I rejoice that women are “in” the ordained ministry. Thanks be to God for the wholeness of mu-
tual ministry. Now if we could open that door a little wider…

Dale Miller
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Another Step with Technology
Would you prefer to receive your Detroit East District Newsletter via email or ‘snail mail’?

Let us know! Send your response to cecelia@umc-de.org and you will receive the district
newsletter in printable form.
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APPORTIONMENT PAYMENT UPDATE
Below is the record of the Detroit East District churches through April of 2006. If you are on
target, you should have paid at least 40% of this year’s apportionment. We congratulate
each churches effort in maintaining their connection.

CHURCH % CHURCH %

Berkley First 40 Mt. Clemens First 12

Beverly Hills 30 New Baltimore Grace 12

Birmingham: Embury 2 Oak Park Faith 24

Birmingham First 40 Pontiac First 0

Bloomfield St. Paul’s 10 Pontiac Grace & Peace 15

Clawson 0.5 Pontiac St. John 30

Detroit Cass 0 Rochester St. Paul’s 0

Detroit Central 0 Rochester Hills St. Luke’s 18

Detroit Christ 0 Roseville Trinity 10

Detroit Conant Avenue 13 Royal Oak First 40

Detroit Exousia 0 Royal Oak St. John’s 0

Detroit Metropolitan 0 SCS Good Shepherd 10

Detroit Mt. Hope 12 SCS First 4

Detroit St. Paul’s 0 Sterling Heights 7

Eastpointe Immanuel 20 Troy Big Beaver 30

Ferndale First 0 Troy Fellowship 30

Fraser Christ 30 Troy First 80

Grosse Pointe 40 Troy Korean 40

Harper Woods Redeemer 0 Utica 20

Hazel Park First 40 Warren First 40

Highland Park Berea-St. Paul’s 0 Waterford Central 40

Korean First Central 40 Waterford Four Towns 0

Madison Heights 40 Waterford Trinity 30



The United Methodist Church
MetropolitanRegional Office
17117West Nine Mile Road, Suite 1545
Southfield, MI 48075
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vocation, this gathering is for you.

Participants will attend two workshops. Workshops are divided into two categories -”Dive In” and “Make
Waves”. “Dive In” workshops are for those in the process of discerning their call into ordained ministry.
“Make Waves” workshops are for those who are committed to entering the candidacy process, or are al-
ready certified candidates, and are ready to go deeper. Every effort will be made to honor your top two
choices

The General Board of Higher Education and ministry (GBHEM) is underwriting most of the cost of the
event. Participants pay travel expenses and $150 registration fee, which includes two nights at the Hyatt
Regency, all event meals (Friday dinner—Sunday breakfast), and all EXPLORATION events. If you want to
attend and cost is a problem, speak to your pastor, campus minister, campus chaplain who can help you in
securing scholarships. A limited number of registration scholarships are available from the GBHEM for eligi-
ble participants.

Participants may register online through the secure EXPLORATION registration Web Site at
www.gbhem.org/exploration/register/html or request a booklet that includes all information and the registra-
tion form.

For additional questions, contact: Valerie Ealey, P.O. Box 340007, Nashville, TN 37203-0007, (615) 340-
7431 or exploration@gbhem.org.

(Continued from page 3)



Detroit Conference School of C hristian Mission

Harvesting Peace
Studies:

Shalom-Salaam-Peace
Leader: Rev. Dr. Tara Sutton

Globalization: Its Impact in Our Lives
Leaders: Wayne Bank and Rev. John C. Huhtala, Sr.

India & Pakistan
Leaders: Dr. Joseph and Joanne Perez

Teaching Children’s Mission Studies:
India & Pakistan and Children in Biblical Lands

Leader: Judy Stone

The School of Christian Mission offers you opportunities to explore…
Shalom-Salaam-Peace - when, w here, how ?

Globalization - how does it impact me and w hat can I contribute?
India & Pakistan - yesterday, today and tomorrow .

School of the South: Saturday, July22 at Central UMC: Waterford 8:30 AM – 3:00 PM

A one-day school event which offers a sampling of all three school studies. For Christ ian educators, Judy Stone will
present “A Mission Study for Children-India & Pakistan” as a morning session. The study “Shalom-Salaam-Peace”
will be available to everyone in theafternoon. Fee: $35 includes lunch. Registrat ion deadline: July 12, 2006.

Hands On Mission Experience (H.O.M.E.): Tuesday, July 25 in the Flint area, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Come shareyour t ime and talents, there will be something for everyone to do to make a difference! No fee.

Three Day School: Wednesday-Friday, July 26-28 at Colombiere Center in Clarkston
This school is an opportunity for in-depth study of “Shalom-Salaam-Peace” and your choice of one of the other two
studies “Globalization:Its Impact in Our Lives” or “India & Pakistan.” Our new location, Colombiere Center, is a
conference center surrounded by acres of nature in a convenient locat ion with all accessible accommodations and
classrooms under one roof! You will enjoy a pleasurable mix of enlightening and meaningful class and worship t ime
along with free t ime to explore: the beautiful grounds, study related act ivit ies and mult imedia, a bookroom, ayoga
session and swimming. School check-in begins on Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. and ends with worship on Friday at 3:30
p.m. Accommodations are double rooms with an in-room sink; central toilets and showers are nearby. There will be a
limited number of rooms with private bathroom. Fees: $140-$165, commuters-$75. Registration deadline: June 19,
2006. Check out Colombiere Center on-line at www.colombiere.com

School on the Bay: Friday-Saturday, September 22-23 at BayShore Camp, Sebewaing
Fall-t ime beauty and a retreat -like atmosphere provide the perfect sett ing to study and explore “Shalom-Salaam-Peace”
(study leader to be announced) andyour choice of one of the other two studies: “Globalizat ion: Its Impact in Our
Lives” led by Rev. John C. Huhtala, Sr. or for Christ ian educators - Judy Stone will present “Teaching Children’s
Mission Studies: India & Pakistan and Children in Biblical Lands.” Schooltakes place Friday, 5:00 p.m. - Saturday
3:30 p.m. Fee: $80, commuters-$65. Registrat ion deadline: September 8, 2006.

Registrarfor the above events is: Carol Burger, 711 Briarwood Lane, Fenton, MI 48430, (810) 629-5127.
For School of Christian Mission information go to: http://www.gbgm-umc.org/detcumw/

School of the North: Monday-Tuesday, October 17-18, Gaylord
Registrar: Mary Davidson, 303 Main St., Essexville, MI 48732-1654, (989) 892-1368



Name______________________________  Home Phone_______________________ E-Mail________________
Address__________________________________________City________________ ZipCode________________
Home Church________________________ District__________________   I am a first-time attendee___yes___no
I hold the UMW office of __________________________________ for Conference/District/Unit (circle one)
Special needs (diet, mobility, etc.) _________________________________________________________________
Emergency contact info: Name_________________Relationship__________Day/Eve Phone #s_________________

Use this form to register for: School of the South, Three Day School or the School on the Bay. One registration per form
please; copy form as needed. Complete the top portion and then complete the appropriate section below for any events
you are registering to attend. Advance registration is required and is transferable but not refundable. You will be sent a
map and confirmation information when your registration is received. To register for H.O.M.E. please see reverse side.

____ I wish to attend the School of the South ___ Fee of $35 which includes lunch is enclosed.

Registration deadline is July 12, 2006. Late fee is an additional $10, total of $45, after July 12 postmark.

During the afternoon a sampler of the Study “Shalom-Salaam-Peace” will be open to all registered students.
For the morning please select one of the following options:
           ____ Studies - Globalization: Its Impact in Our Lives and India & Pakistan
           ____ Teaching a Mission Study for Children - India & Pakistan

____ I wish to attend the Three Day School.
____ I will attend H.O.M.E., no fee, and have completed the H.O.M.E. registration form (on reverse side). Please
          return this and the H.O.M.E.registration form to Carol Burger.  H.O.M.E. participants need to make their own
          overnight arrangements for Tuesday night if they plan to attend the Three Day School.
____ Overnight accommodations: Fees include accommodations for Wednesday and Thursday nights and your meals.
               Please number your preference of accommodations, you may indicate your first and second choice
               ___ $140/person, double occupancy
                ___ $165/person, double occupancy with private bathroom (only four of these rooms will be available)
               Roommate preference _________________________
____Commuters: Fee is $75 which includes lunch on Thursday and Friday and dinner on Wednesday and Thursday.
         Commuters are responsible for their own lodging Wednesday and Thursday nights.

Complete this form and mail with check (no cash) to Registrar:
Carol Burger, 711 Briarwood Lane, Fenton, MI   48430; Telephone: 810-629-5127
Make checks payable to: Detroit Conference School of Christian Mission

School on the Bay: Fri, Sept 22, 5:00 PM - Sat, Sept 23, 3:30 PM, Bay Shore Camp, Sebewaing

Please select your Mission Study Course/Study Leader preference (indicate first and second choice):
    ___Globalization: Its Impact in Our Lives/Wayne Bank    ___India & Pakistan/Dr. Joseph and Joanne Perez
    ___Globalization: Its Impact in Our Lives/Rev. John C. Huhtala, Sr.

____ I wish to attend the School on the Bay as a:  ____ Overnight guest, fee $80  or  ____ Commuter, fee $65
         Fee for overnight guests and commuters includes three meals - dinner, breakfast and lunch.

Registration deadline is June 19, 2006. Late fee is an additional $25 for overnight guests and commuters after
June 19 postmark.

I need information about child care for # of children____, ages ___,___,___,___.  Note: There will be a fee for child
care and inquiries about child care must be received by the registrar by June 19, 2006.

Three Day School: Wed, July 26, 12:30 PM - Fri, July 28, 3:30 PM, Colombiere Center, Clarkston

Registration deadline is September 8, 2006. Late fee is an additional $20, for overnight guests a total of $100 and for
commuters a total of $85, after September 8 postmark.

The study “Shalom-Salaam-Peace” will be open to all registered students, please select one other study class:
     ___ Globalization: Its Impact in Our Lives
     ___ Teaching Children’s Mission Studies: India & Pakistan and Children in Biblical Lands

School of the South:  Sat, July 22, 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM, Central UMC, Waterford

I am in need of child care for #____ of children; Note: inquires about child care must be received by registrar by
July 12.

Registration - 2006 School of Christian Mission


